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Libby
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the Denver EPA's proposal to
mark Libby a public health
emergency. Point-by-point, the
company raised questions about
the agency's contention,.
Peronard said. He said Grace
representatives contend that
asbestosis is largely an
occupational-related disease, that

EPA methodology is flawed in
assessing the risks of attk
insulation and that the agency
wrongly inflated the frequency
that residents have come into
contact with Zonolite.

Peronard said EPA listened to
W.R. Grace and Co. officials and
will consider their concerns .
before making a final decision
about the health emergency
declaration.

"We're taking this information

in,"'he said. "We'll include it in
our evaluation process."
. Baucus said he doesn't believe

the company will succeed is
swaying the EPA.

"Grace is going to have to
perform a miracle to overturn the
direction which the EPA seems
to be going," he said.

"It was only a listening session,
not a negotiation," Baucus said of
the meeting.

In an interview last week, a

top W.R. Grace and Co. official
said his company wanted to meet
with the EPA to get a better idea j
of the science the agency was
using to .propose the emergency
declaration. Bill Corcoran,
Grace's vice-president for public
and regulatory affairs, did not
disclose that the company
intended to argue vigorously
against the public health
emergency declaration. He could
not be reached for comment on
Thursday.
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